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tOitK  Dr.  Ridley  Bailey’s  Complimervts. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BILSTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 




Gentlemen , 

Herewith  I beg  to  present  to  yon  the  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District  tender  your  control, 
together  with  the  Vital  .Statistics  for  the  year  igi  i ; this  being 
mv  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Report. 

Enteric  Fever.  — Only  one  case  of  Hnteric  or  'lyphoici  Fever 
was  notified  during'  the  year,  as  compared  with  ten  in  the  previous 
vfear  ; lo  in  eacli  of  the  years  1909,  1908.  and  1907,  and  15  in 
1906.  This  case,  which  came  from  tlie  Ettingsliall  Ward,  was 
admitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  Hospital,  and  died  there.  It  was 
associated  with  an  old  pail-privy,  and  notice  to  convert  into  water- 
closet  was  served  on  the  owner. 

Scarlet  Fever  — Fifty-seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  in  47 
houses,  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  ^9  in  the 
previous  year,  74  in  1909,  108  in  1908,  and  160  in  1907;  of  these 
5 proved  fatal. 

One  case  was  notified  in  the  month  of  February.  1 in  .April, 
4 in  May,  3 in  June,  7 in  July,  9 in  August,  9 in  September,  18  in 
October,  4 in  November,  and  1 in  December.  Eleven  cases 
occurred  in  the  New  Town  Ward,  9 in  the  High  Town  Ward,  12 
in  the  Town  Hall  Ward,  3 in  Bradley  Ward,  and  22  in  the  Etting- 
shall  Ward.  Fifty-three  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  ot  whom  4 died. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  in  recent  years  increased  enormously 
throughout  the  country,  and  is  practically  endemic  in  this  and 
many  other  populous  centres  Mistakes  in  diagnosis  and  delay  in 
notification  naturally  add  to  its  continuance  and  extension. 

In  the  month  of  July,  3 scholars  and  i teacher  at  a certain 
school  w’ere  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease,  and  on  invest- 
igation it  was  discovered  that  an  elder  brother  of  one  of  the 
children  (himself  above  school  age)  w'as  “ peeling,”  and  had  been 
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for  some  time.  No  medical  man  had  been  in  attendance,  as  the 
youth  had  not  appeared  ill,  and  the  children  had  continued  to 
attend  the  school. 

In  September,  notifications  were  received  of  3 cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  one  family.  On  enquiry  it  was  found  that  i gfirl  was 
desquamating,  or  “peeling.”  She,  it  appeared,  had  suflfered  some 
five  weeks  previously,  while  at  a seaside  resort  with  her  familv, 
from  sore  throat,  accompanied  by  a skin  rash.  She  called  upon  a 
medical  man  there,  who  prescribed  and  told  her  to  send  for  liim  if 
she  got  worse.  She  apparently  felt  better,  completed  her  holidav 
without  consulting  him  again,  and  returned  home.  She  mixed 
freely  with  her  family,  visited  the  houses  of  friends  until  her 
brother  and  sister  fell  ill,  then  her  condition  was  observed.  Four 
days  later  another  brother  was  found  also  to  be  “ peeling,”  and 
it  was  then  admitted  that  he,  too,  had  suffered  from  sore  throat 
and  skin  rash  at  the  same  time  as  his  sister.  This  boy,  on  his 
return,  had  been  in  regular  attendance  at  one  of  the  elementary 
schools  ; all  4 were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

It  is  impossible  to  trace  the  full  results  of  this  experience. 
Many  cases  may  have  occurred  among  the  visitors  to  the  seaside 
resort,  developed  after  return  to  their  respective  homes,  and 
created  much  mystery  as  to  their  origin. 

M easles. — Measles  prevailed  for  some  weeks  in  the  summer 
in  an  adjoining  district,  and  several  cases  appeared  here  in  August  ; 
others  rapidly  followed,  and  many  proved  fatal.  Forty-nine  deaths 
were  registered,  43  being  under  5 years  of  age,  and  6 between  5 
and  15.  One  death  was  registered  in  August,  9 in  October,  21  in 
November,  and  18  in  December. 

Most  ot  the  Infant  Schools  were  affected  in  turn,  and  the 
epidemic  still  continues  in  parts  of  the  district.  Children  from 
known  infected  houses  have  not  been  allowed  to  attend  school,  and 
two  Infant  Departments,  viz.,  Fraser  Street  and  Holy  7'rinity, 
were  closed  for  the  four  days  in  December  immediately  preceding 
the  Christmas  holidays,  so  as  to  make  a continuous  closure  of  3 
weeks.  All  schools  were  cleansed  and  thorovighly  disinfected 
during  the  vacation. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  children  affected,  as 
Measles  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  and  the  mort.ality  rate  w.'is, 
particularly  in  very  young  infants,  undoubtedly  very  heavy.  I he 
infectious  nature  ot  the  disease  before  the  rash  appears  is  a potent 
influence  in  its  rapid  and  extensive  diffusion.  In  a great  pro- 
portion of  instances  no  medical  man  is  called  until  the  last  moment, 
u'hen  a fatal  termination  is  feared,  and  no  attempt  whatever  is 
made  to  isolate  the  patient,  or  even  to  keep  him  in  bed.  In  many 
cases  the  indifference  of  the  parents,  even  in  the  face  of  skilled 


advice,  is  such  as  to  be  almost  criminal.  Frequently  I have  seen 
mothers,  with  babies  in  their  arms,  and  accompanied  by  other 
children,  visiting-  at  their  neiglibours’  houses  when  infected,  and 
the  latter  playing  with  the  little  patients  ! In  one  court,  to  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  three  houses  were  thus  deliberately 
infected,  and  in  each  a young  child  died. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  check  and  lessen  the 
epidemic.  The  distribution  of  suitable  leaflets  was  considered,  but 
previous  experience  lias  showm  that  they  are  so  much  waste  paper  ; 
and  it  was  also  felt  that  the  closure  of  schools  to  an}'  extent,  in  a 
district  like  this,  would  prove  of  doubtful  advantage. 

Whooping  Cough. — Two  deaths,  both  in  children  under  2 
years  of  age,  were  registered  from  Whooping-  Cough  ; 1 in  May, 
and  I in  Jul}’.  In  the  previous  year  2 deaths  were  registered,  14 
in  the  year  1909,  17  in  1908,  and  23  in  1907. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Sixteen  notifica- 
tions, referring-  to  13  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  3 of  Membranous 
Croup,  were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  7 in  the 
previous  year,  13  in  1909,  and  18  in  1908.  In  only  6 was  bac- 
teriological examination  obtained,  and  of  these,  4 gave  a positive 
result,  and  2 negative  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  is  not  done 
in  every  instance,  as,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  made  by  the 
County  Council,  no  charge  is  made  to  the  Medical  Practitioners  or 
the  patients. 

Eleven  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  General 
Hospital  under  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Council,  and  i of 
these  died. 

The  free  supply  of  .Anti-toxin  for  suitable  cases  is  still  avail- 
able, but  was  only  procured  in  5 cases.  By  the  courtesy  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Police,  it  is  kept  at  the  Police  Station,  which  of 
course  is  always  open — day  and  night. 

Diarrhcea. — Sixty-one  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  allied  con- 
ditions, 53  in  children  under  5 years  of  age,  33  being  infants  under 
I year,  and  8 in  persons  over  5 years  of  age,  were  registered  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  25  in  the  previous  year,  24  in  the  year 
1909,  29  in  1908,  28  in  1907,  and  42  in  1906.  This  is  equal  to  a 
rate  of  2*4  per  thousand  of  population. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  of  these  deaths  in  each 
montli  of  the  past  live  years,  distinguishing  those  of  infants  under 
I year,  of  children  between  1 and  5 years,  and  those  above  5 years. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  no  less  than  47  deatlis  occurred  in  the 
months  of  .August  and  September. 
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The  prolonjjed  and  extraordinary  heat  of  last  summer  is 
responsible  for  this  exceptional  mortality  from  Diarrhoea  in  young' 
children.  It  will  be  noted  that  three-fourths  of  the  deaths  in  the 
whole  year  from  this  cause  occurred  in  the  months  of  August  and 
September,  and  that  four-fifths  occurred  in  young'  children  under  5 
years  of  ag^e,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  in  infants  under  1 year. 

This  is  a constant  rule  that  in  hot  dry  weather  Diarrha^al 
diseases  increase  rapidly,  and  the  fatality  falls  chiefly  upon  infants. 
It  is  now  well-known  that  Infantile  Diarrhoea  is  largely  the  result 
of  certain  meteorolog^ical  conditions,  associated  with  a recognised 
state  ot  the  soil.  These  conditions  are  — a loose  porous  soil,  charged 
with  organic  matter,  with  a certain  degree  of  moisture  and  a 
suitable  temperature.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  therefore,  that 
the  soil  underneath  and  around  dwellings  should  be  kept  free  from 
impurities,  by  having  sewage  matter  carried  away  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  so  prevented  from  soaking'  into  it ; enianations  from 
the  soil  shut  off  by  layers  of  concrete  and  proper  damp  courses, 
and  ample  veiitilation  in  and  about,  and  underneath  houses. 

Other  causes  at  work,  particularly  in  a district  like  this,  are 
improper  and  imperfect  feeding,  want  of  proper  care  and 
cleanliness,  especially  in  the  person  of  the  child  and  the  vessels 
used  for  the  storage  and  preparation  of  the  food,  &c.  The  mother 
should,  when  possible,  in  every  instance  nurse  her  own  cliild,  and 
in  other  cases  cow’s  milk  — modified  it  may  be — should  be  given  lor 
the  first  eight  or  nine  months  of  life. 


Erysipelas. — Twenty-four  cases  of  Erysipelas,  of  which  i 
ended  fatally,  were  notified  during-  the  year,  as  compared  with  17  in 
the  previous  year,  15  in  1909,  16  in  1907,  and  22  in  1906. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were 
notified  during-  the  year,  compared  with  2 in  the  previous  year,  and 
1 in  1909  All  3 died,  2 before  December  31st,  and  i after. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — One  hundred  and  nineteen  deaths,  40 
being-  in  infants  under  1 year  of  ag-e,  and  63  in  children  between  i 
and  5 years,  were  attributed  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases,  equal  to  a rate  of  41  per  thousand,  as  compared  with  32 
in  the  pre\  ious  year,  91  in  1909,  55  in  1908,  and  74  in  1907. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  of 
these  causes  (from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  all  but  7 were  due  to 
Measles  and  Diarrhoea)  for  the  past  year,  and  the  previous  10 
years,  and  g-ives  the  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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Vaccination. — The  returns  of  the  Vaccination  Ofiicer  are 
given  for  10  years,  1901 - - 1910,  and  the  first  half  of  1911. 
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'I'lie  increase  in  the  so-called  “conscientious  objections” 
continues  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  is  bound  to  reap  a disastrous 
harvest  of  victims  ready  for  Small-pox,  when  next  this  loathsome 
disease  appears  in  tlie  country. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — The  compulsory  notification  of 
inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  infants  newly  born — that  is  of  infants 
under  2 weeks  old  at  the  onset  of  the  disease — was  decided  upon, 
on  my  recommendation,  and  in  accordance  with  the  resolution 
passed  unanimously  by  the  representatives  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Sanitary  Authorities,  at  the  conference  held  in  Wol- 
verhampton, on  November  4th,  1910,  and  came  into  operation  on 
September  i6th,  1911.  No  arrangement  has  been  made  for 
medical  treatment  or  nursing  of  any  case.  Three  cases  were 
notified  before  December  31st. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. — In 
December,  the  Clerk  forwarded  to  me  a memorandum  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  suggesting  the  desirability  of  making 
these  special  diseases  notifiable  in  this  district,  and  asking  for  my 
observations.  The  following'  is  a copy  of  my  report  thereon  ; 

“The  former  disease,  better  known  under  the  name  of 
“ Infantile  Paralysis,”  has  long  been  recognised  as  one  generally, 
though  not  invariabl}',  affecting  children.  The  muscles  of  the 
limbs  arc  more  especially  affected,  and  it  is  now  admitted  that  the 
disease  can  be  transmitted  from  one  person  to  another,  though  its 
infectivity  is  very  erratic. 

“Cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  or  “ Spotted  Fever,”  have 
occurred  at  different  times  in  this  country,  several  having  appeared 
in  recent  years,  and  no  less  than  63  were  reported  in  one  outbreak 
in  Swansea,  in  1908.  It  is  believed  to  be  less  uncommon  than 
many  have  thought,  and  is  sometimes  most  difficult  to  distinguish 
from  certain  other  diseases.  Its  mode  of  spread  is  not  yet  fully 
known,  and  direct  personal  contact  cannot  be  ignored. 

“ These  two  diseases,  owing  to  possible  confusion  between  them, 
should  be  considered  together,  and  it  would  be  advisable  to  add 
them  both  to  the  schedule  of  diseases  compulsorily  notifiable  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  .-Vet,  at  least  for  a com- 
mencing" period  of  two  or  three  years,  in  order  that  early  notifi- 
cation of  their  presence  could  be  secured,  and  prompt  steps  taken 
to  prevent  their  spread.” 

The  Council  decided,  after  discussion,  to  make  both  diseases 
(subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board)  notifiable 
for  a period  of  two  years. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act),  1888.— nnring 
the  yeai  104  certificate.s  were  received  under  this  .Vet  (in  addition 
to  32  of  i’ulnionary  Phihisis)  and  including  ^ of  Ophthalmia 
Neonaloi  uni,  as  compared  with  84  in  the  previous  year,  117  in 
i 9°9)  ^31  in  1908,  and  226  in  1907. 
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They  included  57  of  Scarlet  Fever,  i of  Enteric  Fever,  13  of 
Diphtheria,  and  3 of  Membranous  Croup,  3 of  Puerperal  Fever, 
24  of  Erysipelas,  and  three  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  each 
disease  received  in  each  month  of  the  year,  and  also  the  totals  for 
this  and  the  previous  10  years. 
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Notifications  received  from  each  of  the  five  Wards  of  the 
Township  in  each  month  of  the  year  : — 
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, Ward. 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

1 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

1] 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

15 

7 

2 

1 

3 

11 

24 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

12 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

16 

16 

19 

15 

37 

104 
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Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  —At  the  end  of  1910  five 
patients  remained  in  tlie  Hospital,  and  53  wei'e  received  dnriny  the 
year,  15  of  wliom  were  under  5 years  of  aoe.  Fifty-one  were  dis- 
charg-eci  cured  after  an  averag-e  period  of  detention  of  49  daws,  4 
died,  leaving  3 in  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

From  July  7th,  1906,  when  the  present  Hospital  was  opened, 
to  the  end  of  191  1,  413  patients  were  admitted,  (an  average  of  75 
per  annum)  and  only  14,  or  3'3  per  cent.,  died.  The  staff  is  very 
small,  too  small  for  the  size  of  the  Hospital  and  the  number  of 
patients  treated,  and  its  members  have  always  shown  much  self- 
sacrifice,  and  have  ever  been  ready  willingly  to  meet  extra  demands 
upon  their  service. 

A discharging  block  and  an  observation  ward  require  to  he 
added,  as  well  as  additional  accommodalit)n  for  the  Staff,  which 
should  be  increased.  The  Laundry,  also,  is  much  too  small  for  its 
purpose.  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  made  an 
official  inspection  under  the  powers  given  in  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  but  as  yet  no  report  has  been  received 

Disinfecting  Apparatus  • — The  disinfector  (high  pressure 
steam)  has  again  been  of  great  service,  and  has  been  put  into  use 
on  105  separate  occasions  during  the  year;  70  beds  and  1.436 
articles  of  clothing  or  bedding  having  been  disinfected. 

By  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Surveyor  1 am  enabled  to  furnish 
the  following  particulars  with  regard  to  Meteorology,  Sewage 
Disposal,  and  Water  Supply. 

Meteorology  — The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  ending'  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1911,  was  20'82  inches  (153  rainv  days),  as  compared 
with  29'54  inches  in  the  previous  year,  25 '99  in  1909,  27  67  in  1908, 
and  28 '8 1 in  1907. 

The  monthly  returns  of  the  rainfall  during  1911,  recorded  by 
the  gauge  at  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works  at  the  Lunt,  are  given 
in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  averages  for  the  past  10 
years. 


Monti). 

Total  liainlull  I'or  the 
niont.li  in  inches. 

No.  ol'  da^'s  on 
wliicli  i-aiii  fell. 

Ureatest  fall 
in  1 day. 

1911. 

1 

Av’ge  fol- 
io 3’eai-.s. 

1911 

Av’ge  fo*' 
10  yeai-s- 

1911. 

.finmiirv 

! -77 

1-60 

11 

14 

-30 

feliniiuy  . 

...i  1-59 

1 69 

14 

1.6 

-29 

.M.ai'cl) 

• l't)8 

2 -OS 

18 

16 

•47 

Ajiiil 

•95 

] -73 

8 

1 1 

•28 

'ti? 

2-17 

8 

16 

•36 

•Jtnie 

•■•i  2 06 

2-14 

12 

12 

•73 

.Inly 

■■■'  -27 

1 -87 

•1 

10 

•14 

August 

■ ■•I  1-94 

3-41 

9 

16 

•68 

8oiiteiiil)cu-  ... 

. 1 ] ■;>•) 

1 -77 

9 

12 

•31 

Oi'toliei' 

1-79 

3-1,0 

17 

19 

•26 

NovcTDher  ... 
Deceiiitiei'  ... 

• 2-43 

■ .|  O'M 

2 24 
2-6') 

18 

2.0 

1.6 

18 

•41 

•78 

Total 

1 20-82 

26-60 

1.63 

176 

11 


The  rainfall  for  the  year,  althoug'h  not  the  smallest  since  the 
records  were  started  in  1902,  (1904  total  fall  20’6o)  presents  some 
interesting"  features. 

Practically  a quarter  of  the  total  rain  fell  in  December.  Ab- 
solute droughts  occurred  from  June  istto  June  15th  (15  days),  and 
from  July  3rd  to  July  i8th  (15  days),  all  dates  inclusive. 

There  was  a partial  drought  (mean  fall  not  exceeding  "oi  per 
day)  from  March  i8th  to  April  24th  (37  days],  from  May  4th  to 
June  16th  (44  days),  and  again  from  July  ist  to  August  ist  (32 
davsl,  all  dates  inclusive. 

The  maximum  rain  recorded  was  in  1903  ...  35  05  inches. 

,,  minimum  ,,  ,,  ,,  m 1904  20’6o  ,, 


The  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — The  results  obtained  at 
the  works  throui>hout  the  vear  have  been  verv  satisfactory,  and  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  last  report  writes,  '*  the 
new  works  at  Bilston  and  Wednesbury  continue  to  yield  satis- 
factory results.” 

Below  is  a copy  of  Mr.  E.  \V.  T.  Jones’s  latest  analysis.  The 
samples  were  taken  at  intervals  of  6 hours,  and  then  mixed  in 
order  to  represent  a fair  average.  The  weather  had  been  dry  for 
8 days  prior  to  taking  the  samples. 

17th  July,  1 91 1. 

Certificate  to  Bilston  Urban  District  Council. 

Sa.mple  of  “Tank  and  also  Filter  Effluent,  taken  at  6a.m.,  noon, 
6 p.m.,  and  midnight,  sample  mixed,  submitted  by 
.Mr.  Turner  on  the  12th  instant.” 


Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  212°  F. 


Tank.  Filter. 
(Parts  per  1 00,000) 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ... 

3’'74 

0-465 

Albuminoid  ,1 

0-207 

0-224 

Nitric  •••  ' ••• 

00 

2-0 

Combined  Chlorine 

55 ’o 

56-0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F. 

I -391 

0119 

Appearance 

slightly  turbid 

clear 

Suspended  Matter 

5-20 

none 

Smell 

slight 

none 

174-0 


177-0 


satisfactory 
88-4 
91-5 

I consider  these  effluents  quite  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  T.  Jones,  F.I.C. 


Incubation  Test 
Percentage  of  purification  on  Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
,,  ,,  ,,  Oxygen  absorbed 
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It  was  found  advisable  to  re-level  the  surface  and  the  distri- 
bution pipes  on  three  filters,  and  the  remainder  will  require 
attention  this  year.  It  would  appear  that  the  orig^inal  filling  had 
settled  in  places,  and  so  the  distribution  became  very  uneven. 

The  quantities  of  Lime,  R.V.O  , and  Alluminoferric  used 
during  the  past  three  years,  and  also  the  number  of  Sludge  Tanks 
emptied,  are  given  here. 


1909 

1910 

191 1 


Lime  Oil 

354  tons  3,566  galls 
290  ,,  2,748  ,, 

280  ,,  2,640  ,, 


Alluminoferric  Tanks  emptied 

5 tons  238 

6 ,,  163 

7 , , 160 


The  Lime  consumption  for  1911  averaged  i5‘34  cwts.  per  day. 


These  figures  show  that  heavy  Lime  consumption  means,  in 
addition  to  the  extra  cost  of  the  Lime,  increased  quantities  of 
sludge  to  pump,  and  consequently  heavier  fuel  accounts.  The  160 
Tanks  of  Sludge  emptied  is  equivalent  to  about  25,600  cubic  yards 
of  liquid  sludge,  or  million  gallons  (4,330,000).  In  the  drying 
areas  this  sludge  reduces  its  bulk  to  about  one-seventh. 


A most  satisfactory  feature  in  connection  with  these  works  is 
that  the  only  apparent  result  of  the  increase  in  the  water  carriage 
system  is  an  improvement  in  the  effluent. 


When  the  works  were  first  put  into  full  operation  early  in 
1908,  the  number  of  W.C’s  and  W.W.C’s  was  about  600,  whilst 
since  that  time  there  has  been  an  increase  of  about  1,000. 


The  Sewers — Sewer  flushing  has  been  earned  out  at  regular 
intervals  by  means  of  the  vans  and  automatic  tanks,  and  274,000 
gallons  of  water  have  been  used. 

The  Storm  Overflow  Manhole  in  Queen  Street  has  been 
reconstructed  with  the  object  of  obviating  some  of  the  flooding'  on 
the  Oxford  Street  cellars.  The  result  is  not  yet  entirely  satis- 
factory. and  I propose  to  lower  the  sill  somewhat. 

A New  Storm  .Sewer  has  been  constructed  for  a length  of  62 
yards,  instead  of  an  open  ditch  on  Ward’s  land,  near  Hall  Park 
brewery,  Messrs.  Ward’s  Trustees  contributing  one-third  of  the 
cost. 

A considerable  number  of  the  old  sewers  have  been  traced  and 
indicated  with  levels  on  the  Ordnance  Sheets. 


Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  is  constant,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  most  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantit}’. 

The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  during  the  year  was  290 
millions,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  i 5 millions. 
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The  Trade  Consumption  shews  an  increase,  being- 8if  millions 
against  74  millions  last  year,  increase  of  yf  millions.  About  2| 
millions  of  this  increase  is  due  to  the  Schools  and  Public  Houses 
having  been  on  meter  for  the  full  period. 


The  followinof  figfures  shew  that  the  increase  is  chiefly  in  Bil- 
ston,  whilst  Coseley  shewing  a small  increase  has  not  come  up  to 
the  1908  total. 


i9(d8 

1909 

1910 

191 1 


Bilston 

45.849.000 

50.639.000 

59.782.000 

66.879.000 


Coseley 

14.282.000 

13.049.000 

1 3.672.000 

14. 1 28.000 


The  gradual  reduction  in  the  water  taken  by  Messrs.  Tapper’s 
since  1908,  which  terminated  in  the  closing  of  the  works,  has  been 
a serious  loss  to  the  undertaking,  as  the  following  figures  will  shew. 

Messrs.  Tapper’s  Total  Consumption  : — 

1908  ...  6,086,000 

1909  ...  4,108,000 

1910  ...  2,342,000 

1911  ...  893,000 

The  greater  part  of  this  loss  is  on  the  Coseley  side. 

The  consumption  for  Council  purposes  shews  an  increase  over 
last  of  about  2^  millions,  accounted  for  by  the  hot  dry  summer, 
which  greatly  increased  the  amounts  required  for  Street  Watering 
and  Baths. 

The  Domestic  Consumption,  which  includes  all  unmetered 
supplies  and  waste,  shews  an  increase  of  about  2^  millions,  which 
is  equivalent  to  an  increase  of  '38  gallons  per  head  per  day,  making 
the  total  average  domestic  consumption  1571  gallons  per  head 
per  day. 


Excrement  Disposal. — During  the  year  313  water  closets 
were  substituted  for  138  vault  privies,  155  midden  privies,  and  49 
pans  or  pails.  403  houses  have  been  provided  with  water  closet 
accommodation  ; 65  ashpits  were  abolished  and  100  further  ashbins 
introduced.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  in  use  1090 
privy  middens,  1 122  vault  privies,  and  805  pans. 

The  substitution  of  water  closets  for  these  abominations  is 
beino-  hastened  as  much  as  is  possible  without  the  Council  giving 
financial  assistance  to  the  owners,  and  great  advantage  will  follow. 
The  provision  of  a Refuse  Destructor  is  still  a necessity. 

The  Council,  having  decided  to  take  over  the  work  of 
Scaveno-ing  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  applied  to  the  Local 
Government  Hoard  for  permission  to  obtain  loans  for  the  erection 
of  a Depot  and  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  plant.  An  enquiry 
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was  held  on  November  3rd  by  Dr.  Brightmore,  one  of  the  Board’s 
Inspectors,  and  the  necessary  authority,  was  subsequently  obtained. 
Plans  and  specifications  have  since  been  prepared  by  the  Surveyor, 
tenders  received,  &c.,  and  the  arrangements  are  now  well  in  hand 
for  the  work  to  commence  in  June  next. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings.— The  following-  private  streets 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  Council  : .Myrtle  Street,  Holcroft  Street, 
Lewis  Street,  and  part  of  Ashley  Street.  .New  Tarmac  footways 
have  been  laid  in  several  streets,  snd  tar-spraying,  which  was 
recommended  some  years  ago,  was,  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report, 
introduced  during  the  year.  A total  area  of  ig,86o  square  yards 
were  sprayed  at  a cost  of  less  than  a penny  per  yard,  and  towards 
this  the  Road  Board  made  a grant  of  ;^63.  The  spraying,  un- 
doubtedly, decreased  the  nuisance  from  dust  considerably,  and  an 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Road  Board  for  a further  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  work  during  next  summer,  and  a Tar  Spraying 
Machine  has  been  ordered  by  the  Surveyor. 

The  following  buildings  and  drainage  plans  (68  in  number) 
have  been  deposited  in  the  Surveyor’s  office,  and  approved  by  the 
committee. 

9 plans  for  21  new  houses,  including  20  water  closets 
46  ,,  of  drainage  of  154  houses,  including  130  water  closets 

I ,,  addition  to  house 

7 ,,  additions  and  alterations  to  w'orks 

5 ,,  miscellaneous 

Thirty-five  new'  dw'elling  houses  have  been  completed  during- 
the  year,  and  certified  by  the  Surve)'or  as  fit  for  human  habitation  ; 
these  w'ere  executed  under  his  supervision  and  in  accordance  with 
the  bye-laws. 

Workshops,  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  &c. — These  have  all 
been  regularly  visited  during  the  year,  together  with  the  lodging- 
houses,  slaughter-houses,  market,  &c.  — particulars  will  be  found 
in  the  statement  of  the  Inspector  attached  to  this  Report. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.— Application 
was  made  to  the  Local  (iovernment  Board  to  issue  the  necessary 
order,  or  orders,  for  putting  into  force  certain  sections  of  this  .\ct, 
enumerated  in  my  Report  for  last  year,  and  after  certain  enquiries 
and  corre.^pondence  the  Bcrjird  has  agreed  substantialh'  to  issue  the 
order  which  it  is  expected  w'ill  soon  be  in  force. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. — This  .Act  marks 
the  beginning-  ot  a new-  era  in  the  housing-  of  the  people,  and 
recognises,  tor  the  first  time  in  this  country,  that  there  can  be  no 
satisfactory  housing — at  least  for  the  poorer  community — without 
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sufficient  preliminary  street  and  town  planning.  this  Act  it  is 

now  made  possible  for  the  people,  through  their  representatives,  to 
have  a voice  in  the  method  in  which  towns  and  districts  shall  be 
laid  out,  and  be  developed  and  housed  in  the  real  sense  of  the  term. 

Notwithslandingf  this,  it  must  be  recog-nised  that  the  abolition 
of  existing  slums  will  require  much  time,  for  while  new  areas  can 
be  dealt  with  at  once,  those  already  built  over  can  only  be  dealt 
with  gradually.  Bilston  is  not,  and  never  can  be,  a modern  town, 
and  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  real  progress  in  the  matter  of 
proper  housing  are  almost  insuperable.  Many  depend  upon 
economic  causes,  for  ihe  people  in  many  instances  have  not 
the  means  to  pay  even  moderate  rents  for  small  self-contained 
houses,  and  if  displaced  from  the  dwellings  they  now  occupy  (on 
the  ground  of  insufficiency  or  over-crowding)  they  would  be  driven 
to  join  other  families,  and  so  increase  the  evils  we  are  anxious  to 
remove.  These  people  occupy  larg'ely  the  older  and  poorer  houses, 
which,  on  hygienic  grounds,  ought  to  be  closed,  and  yet  to  close 
them  would  only  add  enor-mously  to  the  difficulties  of  a ver}^  diffi- 
cult position.  Many,  it  must  regretfully  be  admitted,  make  no 
attempt  at  cleanliness  in  themselves,  their  children,  or  their  houses, 
and  have  no  real  sense  of  decency-  They  would  soon  make  even 
a new  house  filthy  and  unfit  for  habitation. 

In  April,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was.  upon  my  recommend- 
ation and  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  appointed  by  the  Council  as  the  person  authorised  to  make 
inspections,  under  my  supervision,  under  sub-section  i of  section 
17  of  the  -Act,  and  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  work  of 
inspection  is  proceeding,  and  a permanent  record  of  the  condition 
and  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  dwellings  has  been  commenced. 
Reports  have  been  presented  to  the  Council  recommending  the 
closure  of  certain  houses  for  human  habitation,  many  of  which  will 
require  to  be  subsequently  demolished  — the  details  will  be  found  in 
the  Inspector’s  statement  appended  to  this  Report.  It  will  suffice 
here  to  state  that  during  the  year 

14  houses  have  been  closed  by  the  owners  voluntarily 


after  notice 


demolished 


307 


10 


) f 


are  in  process  of  demolition 
liave  been  repaired 
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Last  year  I expressed  particular  g'ratificat ioii  that,  owiui^  to 
the  generosity  of  a well-known  local  family,  a Public  Park  has  been 
presented  to  the  town  for  all  time.  The  first  half  of  the  park  was 
formally  opened  by  I.ady  Hickman  on  June  17th.  and  the  work  of 
la}ing-out  the  remainder  has  since  been  continued.  The  total  area 
available  for  the  people  is  just  over  12  acres,  and  I earnestly  hope 
that  a portion  of  the  addition  will  be  set  apart  for  the  particular 
benefit  of  the  children— by  the  formation  of  a play-ground,  the 
erection  of  suitable  and  safe  swings,  and  the  laying  out  of  sand 
beds  for  their  special  use. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1902,  I said  “it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  we  have  no  open  space  or  recreation  ground  where 
the  children  can  play  games  and  the  older  people  assemble,  instead 
of  spending  all  their  spare  time  in  the  streets.”  This  regret  can 
never  be  repeated  - for  the  Hickman  Park  will  prove  an  inestimable 
and  permanent  boon  to  the  inhabitants.  It  contains  a shelter  and 
fountain  provided  by  the  Coronation  Committee. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Elementary  Schools  and  Scholars. 
The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  tlie  elementary  schools  has 
been  carried  out  by  me  as  School  Medical  Officer,  and  the  value  ofthe 
work  is  apparent.  The  amelioration  of  the  various  defects  dis- 
covered is  becoming  urgent,  for  it  is  surely  a waste  of  time  and 
money  merel}'  to  make  a record  of  them,  and  recent  indications 
point  to  early  assistance  by  grants  from  the  imperial  exchequer  to 
those  authorities  who  carry  out  the  work  thoroughly,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Some  idea  of  the  gigantic  importance  of  this  work  in  its  en- 
tirety, and  the  enormous  advantages  that  will  fo'.kvw  to  the  nation 
when  it  is  in  full  and  continued  operation,  may  be  gathered  when 
we  remember  that  according  to  awhile  paper,  issued  bv  the  Board 
of  Education,  the  total  number  of  children  on  the  admission  regis- 
ters of  public  elementary  schools  in  England  and  Wales  on  Oct. 
1st,  1909,  was  6,090,357,  which  on  the  corresponding  date  of  1910 
had  fallen  to  6,084.3  iq..  The  figures  for  1909  comprised  2,843.196 
boys  in  England  and  227.881  in  Whiles  (including  Monmouth), 
while  the  girls  numbered  2,795,859  and  223,421  re.spectively.  In 
England  the  greatest  number  of  girls  were  aged  between  nine  and 
ten,  these  numbering  306,723,  whilst  in  Wales  (and  Monmouth) 
the  majoiity,  25,629,  were  aged  betw'een  five  and  six.  1 he 
j^reate.st  number  ot  boys  in  English  schools,  321,356,  were  aged 
from  six  to  seven,  and  in  case  of  Whiles  (and  \Ionmouthshire)\he 
figure  was  16, 174. 

The  total  number  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  public  elementary 
schools  of  England  on  October  ist,  1910,  respectively  were 
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2>837)97o  2,791,910,  and  in  the  case  of  Wales  (including  Mon- 

mouth) they  were  229,471  and  224,963.  In  England  the  ages  of 
the  majority  of  the  bovs,  310,067,  were  between  seven  and  eight, 
and  in  Wales  they  numbered  25,961.  The  greatest  number  of 
girls  in  English  schools  were  also  between  seven  and  eight,  these 
numbering'  312,138.  In  Wales  (and  Monmouth)  the  majority, 
vvere  aged  from  six  to  seven.  In  England  and  Wales  only 
eight  boys  and  fifteen  girls  were  seventeen  years  old  and  over. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  population  of  the  district  at  the  cen- 
sus of  1911  was  25,681,  being  an  increase  of  1,647  th® 

census  of  1901.  The  area  is  1867  acres,  and  the  rateable 
value  about  ^83,000.  The  length  of  roads  in  the  district  is 
22'986  miles,  by  5'2io  main  roads,  i4'363  other  roads,  and 
3 '4 1 3 private  streets. 

The  population  for  1910  was  taken  at  25,000,  and  for  the 
middle  of  1911  at  25,200— this,  in  the  absence  of  any  definite 
method  of  calculation,  proved  a fair  estimate.  The  general  district 
rate  is  ja.  <W. . and  the  poor  rate  -aii,  8eh  in  the  pound. 

r,. 

Births. — 825  births,  417  males  ancT  408  females,  were  regis- 
tered during  the  year,  being  a decrease  of  5 on  the  previous  year, 
and  giving  a birth-rate  of  32 ’5  per  thousand.  The  following  gives 
the  number  of  births,  male  and  female,  for  the  past  3 years. 


1911.  - 

— 

1910.— 

1909. 

Males. 

F’ales. 

Total. 

Males. 

F’ales. 

Total. 

Males. 

F’ales. 

Total 

Fir.st  Quarter 

Ill 

118 

229 

116 

101 

217 

107 

102 

209 

8ecoud  , , 

99 

113 

212 

113 

113 

220 

100 

105 

211 

Third  ,, 

110 

76 

180 

92 

93 

185 

90 

84 

180 

Fourth  ,, 

97 

101 

198 

102 

100 

202 

109 

117 

226 

417 

408 

825 

423 

407 

830 

418 

408 

826 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  for  the 
decade  1901 — 1910. 


Year. 

Males. 

Females 

Total 

Av’ge  per  1000 
of  Population. 

1901 

456 

425 

881 

36 '5 

1902 

442 

492 

934 

38-7 

1903 

444 

451 

895 

36-9 

1904 

465 

434 

899 

37-07 

1905 

456 

481 

937 

38-5 

1 906 

446 

433 

899 

30-8 

1 907 

453 

481 

934 

38-1 

1908 

446 

436 

882 

35-2 

1909 

418 

408 

826 

32-7 

1910 

423 

407 

830 

32-1 

Yearly  Average 
1901-10 

4 44 

444 

890 

32-6 

1911 

417 

408 

825 

32-5 

18- 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  birth-rate  of  the  whole 
country  and  ot  Staffordshire  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  foi  Lnc 
same  years,  1901 —1910  are  added.  tog:ether  with  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  of  the  large  towns  in  England. 


Districts. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907^1908 

1909 

1910 

CD  ■)  Omnbined  Urban  k Rural 

32-8 

34 

32  '5 

32-5 

31-0 

30-9 

29 '7 

30-3 

28-3 

27-7 

^ > Urban 

34-1 

35 

33-4 

33-7 

32-0 

31-9 

30-9 

31-4 

29  0 

28-7 

3 Rural 

29-5 

31-3 

30-1 

28-4 

27-1 

27-2 

25-7 

26-7 

26-2 

25-1 

England  k Wales 

28-5 

28-6 

28-4 

27-9 

27-2 

27-0 

26-3 

26 '5 

25-0 

24-8 

Large  Towns  in  England 

29-5 

30 

29-7 

29  T 

28-2 

27-9 

27-0 

26-9 

25 '7 

25-0 

Bilston 

38-8 

38-7 

36-9 

37-07 

36-8 

38.1 

35-2 

32 '7 

32  1 

32-5 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  birth-rate  continues  to  decline,  in 
agreement  with  general  experience  througliout  the  counlr\ , and  is 
of  grave  significance. 


Deaths.  — During  the  year  410  deaths  in  the  district  were 
registered  from  all  causes,  214  males  and  196  females,  being  an 
increase  of  78  upon  the  previous  year,  and  giving  a death-rate  of 
15-9  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  average  yearly  number 
ot  deaths  in  the  district  for  the  decade  1901  — 1910  was  435,  and 
for  the  last  half  of  that  period  422.  In  addition  43  deaths  of 
residents  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  27  in  the  Hospital,  and  5 in 
the  Asylum.  Six  persons  who  died  here  belonged  to  other  districts 
(to  which  the  deaths  have  been  transferred),  thus  raising  the  net 
deaths  belonging  to  this  district  to  479,  and  the  rate  to  i8'6  per 
thousand. 

With  the  exception  of  the  preceeding  year  the  death-rate  is  the 
lo\yest  lecoided,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  exceptional  mor- 
tality in  infants  and  young  children  from  Diarrhoea  and  Measles. 

Table  giving  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  in  each 
quaitei  ot  the  year,  classified  according'  to  age  and  sex. 


1911. 

FirstQua’tov 
Second  , . 
Third  „ 
Fourth  , , 

Males 

F'ales. 

Total 
at  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1 and 
under 
5 

6 and 
under 

1 5. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
05. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

47 

3‘2 

oS 

77 

39 

32 

02 

03 

80 

01 

120 

140 

24 

10 

43 

2] 

2 

6 

24 

52 

2 

2 

0 

8 

2 

1 

4 

4 

34 

22 

24 

32 

22 

17 

19 

23 

214 

196 

410 

104 

84 

18 

11 

112 

81 

iCoiit’d.  Fevers 
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Table  of  Deaths  classified  according'  to  disease,  distinguishing 
deaths  ot  children  under  5;  years  of  age,  for  the  past  10  years. 
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For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  the  death-rate  of  the  wliole 
county,  and  of  Staffordshire  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  for  tlie 
past  lo  years  are  given,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for 
En  g-  land  and  Wales,  and  of  the  large  towns  in  England. 


District. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904  11905 

1 

1906  1907|1 908 

1909 

191G 

^ 1 General  ... 

17 

1.5-8 

1.5-3 

16-4 

15-4 

15-2  14-7  114-6 

15-3 

12-6 

^ Urban  

17-6 

16-3 

1.5-8 

17-2 

15-9 

15-8  15-2  !i5-0 

15-8 

12-8 

M ( Rural  

1.5-4 

14-4 

13 -.5 

14-4 

13-5 

13-0  12.9  il3-l 

1.3-5 

12-4 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16-9 

16-3 

15-4 

16-2 

15-2 

15-4  15  0 |l4-7 

14-5 

13-4 

Large  towns  in  England 

17-7 

17-4 

16-3 

27-1 

15-7 

15-9  15-4  jl4-9 

11-7 

13-4 

Bilston  

20-7 

71-7 

17-6 

18-9 

20 

18-5  16.3!i6-9 

15*7 

15-9 

The  Table  of  deaths  during  the  past  decade  classified  accord- 
ing to  the  age  and  sex. 


Year 

Males. 

F’aleS. 

Total 
at  all 
Ages 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under 
5 

5 and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

1901 

270 

229 

499 

195 

86 

14 

20 

108 

76 

1902 

229 

198 

427 

142 

75 

17 

IS 

117 

58 

1903 

229 

199 

428 

141 

62 

14 

22 

106 

83 

1904 

250 

210 

460 

198 

64 

7 

8 

109 

74 

1905 

217 

212 

429 

172 

45 

7 

16 

105 

84 

190G 

233 

257 

490 

161 

102 

17 

19 

115 

76 

1907 

232 

223 

455 

163 

67 

14 

11 

116 

84 

190S 

214 

194 

408 

Ho 

74 

8 

9 

97 

75 

1909 

225 

202 

427 

118 

92 

13 

13 

111 

80 

1910 

176 

156 

332 

98 

39 

14 

13 

97 

71 

Yearly 

Average 

1901-1910. 

227 

208 

435 

153 

70 

12 

14 

108 

76 

1911. 

215 

195 

4 10 

104 

84 

18 

11 

112 

81 

Uncertified  Deaths.  — No  death  occurred  not  certified  by  a 
Medical  Practitioner  or  the  Coroner,  and  this  has  been  our 
fortunate  experience  now  for  nine  consecutive  years. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — 87  deatiis  were 
registered  as  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  svstem,  17  being' 
in  infants  under  i year,  and  12  in  children  above  i aiui  under  5 
years  of  age.  In  the  previous  year  63  deaths  from  these  causes 
were  registered,  cp  in  the  year  1909,  123  in  1908,  93  in  1907.  and 
103  in  1906.  13  occurred  in  the  first  month  of  the  \ ear,  and  ii  in 

the  last. 

Tuberculosis  or  Consumption. — 30  deaths,  2 being  in 
children  undei  5 years  of  ag'e,  were  attributed  to  pulmonary  con- 
sumption , and  10  more  ca.ses,  3 of  which  were  in  children  uniler 
5 years  of  age,  lo  other  tuberculous  diseases. 
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The  notifications  receiv'ecl  were  32  in  number,  17  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Reg'ulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  1908, 
and  15  under  the  Tuberculosis  (Hospital)  Regulations,  igii. 

In  the  campaig-n  against  Fuberculosis  the  year  1911  will 
always  stand  out  with  special  distinction,  for  three  events  destined 
to  have  far  reaching  results,  and  which  indeed  will,  in  all  prob- 
ability, make  in  a comparatively  short  period  of  time,  this  a rare 
disease. 

The  Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1911,  compel 
ail  Medical  Pi'actitioners  to  notif}'  every  case  occurring  in  his 
public  or  private  practice  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
district,  and  the  effect  upon  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment will,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  practically  doubled.  The 
existence  of  every  case  will  thus  be  known  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis 
is  made,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  exists,  or  has  developed, 
the  need  for  advice,  description  of  premises,  &c,,  recognised. 

'The  Finance  Act  of  last  year  set  apart  no  less  than  million 
pounds  for  providing  “or  making  grants  in  aid  to  Sanatoria  and 
other  institutions  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  or  such  other 
diseases  as  the  Local  Government  Hoard,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Treasury,  may  appoint  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
appointed  a strong  and  influential  committee  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  this  disease,  and  the  various  methods  of  dealing  with  it. 

The  National  Insurance  Act  has  met,  and  still  meets,  with 
much  keen  criticism  on  many  points,  but  all  agree  in  commending 
the  provisions  relating  to  Tuberculosis.  The  .Act  provides  the  sum 
of  IS.  qd.  per  year  for  every  insured  person,  and  the  Local  .Authorities 
concerned  must  see  that  this  money  (which  of  course  is  in  addition 
to  the  million  and  a half  sterling  in  the  I'inance  .Act)  is-used  to  the 
best  advantage  in  treating,  preventing,  and  eventually  stamping 
put  this  scourge.  The  Sanatorium  benefit,  like  the  sickness  and 
di.sablement  benefit  of  insured  persons  not  members  of  approved 
societies,  will  be  administered  by  the  Local  Insurance  Committees, 
under  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners,  and  may 
include  treatment  in  Sanatoriums  or  other  institutions.  The 
arrangements  may  be  made  with  persons  or  with  local  authorities 
(other  than  Poor  Law  Guardians),  and  tiie  latter  are  definitely  em- 
powered to  provide  ireatment  for  insured  persons  resident  within 
or  without  their  area.  This  treatment  will  no  doubt  include 
nursing  and  general  care  of  the  patients,  necessary  medical  at- 
tendance (including  appointment  of  officers  for  the  purpose  if  so 
authorised  by  the  Local  Government  Board),  the  provision  of 
outdoor  shelters,  the  further  use  of  health  visitors,  preventive 
propaganda,  &c.,  the  arrangements  to  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Insurtince  Commissioners.  The  Institutions  and  the  treat- 
ment outside  the  foundation  of  Tuberculin  Dispensaries  or 
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Clinics,  wliich  are  of  gTeal  value)  nu:si  be  such  as  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Hoard. 

Under  the  Act  Bilston  will  have  a “ District  Committee,”  with 
a “ District  iMedical  Committee,”  which  must  he  consulted  on 
ijeneral  questions  affecting'  the  administration  of  medical  benefits, 
when  these  and  other  points  will  no  doubt  be  considered.  The 
death-rate  from  Consumption  among'  the  menibers  of  I'riendly 
Societies  is  reported  to  be  i 9 per  thousand  members  ; and  it  is 
estimated  that  in  England  alone  there  will  be  practically  ten  million 
insured  persons. 

The  County  iMedical  Officer  has  recently  suggested  the  use 
of  the  Con-joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Moorcroft  (which  lor- 
tunately  has  not  } et  been  required  for  its  orig'inal  purpose)  for  the 
treatment  of  Phthisical  patients  for  a short  period,  say  for  6 weeks, 
in  order  to  “ educate  ” them  in  hygienic  conditions,  healthy  habits, 
to  teach  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  light,  rest,  and  fresh  air, 
and  the  “open  window.”.  Such  patients  on  their  return  honie 
should  be  kept  under  supervision,  be  provided  with  suitable 
shelters,  proper  nursing-  and  attendance.  Bilston  has  agreed  to 
join  the  scheme,  and  to  pay  for  the  use  of  six  beds  when  occupied 
by  Bilston  residents.  Powei'  should  be  given  to  compulsorilv 
remove  incurable  cases  froni  insanitary  surroundiiig's  to  the 
Sanatorium,  or  other  places  provided  fc>r  them,  as  is  done  with 
other  infectious  diseases  ; this,  because  thev  constitute  a grave 
danger  to  t he  community , and  especiallv  to  the  other  inmates  of 
the  dwelling',  and  al.so  for  their  own  sake, 

I he  Principal  ol  the  Royal  V'eterinary,  Professor  Sir  John 
Mcl'adyean,  has  estiniated  that  20  per  cent,  ol  the  adult  cows  in 
England  are  tuberculous  and  the  Rciyal  Conimissioiiet's,  on  the 
subject  in  their  report,  insist  that  niil'k  from  tuberculous  cows  is 
responsible  tor  tuberculous  diseases,  other  than  the  pulmonary 
foim.^  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  one  of  the  first  things  to  be 
done  is  to  stamp  out  this  disease  in  cattle,  set  up  a proper  system 
of  daii_\  inspection  with  a thoroug'h  super\’ision  of  the  niilk  supply. 
It  has  been  stated  that  every  human  being'  is  predisposed  to  tubei  - 
culosis,  and  that  if  infection  occurs  in  the  first  vear  of  life  the 
disease  will  appear  sooner  or  latei',  with  a fatal  termination  in  the 
gie.il  nuijoi  ity  ol  cases,  and  that  it  infection  occurs  after  the  first 
year  of  life  it  usually  remains  quiescent. 

Infantile  Mortality.  — 109  childi-en  died,  (104  in  the  district 
and  5 outside,  but  belonging-  to  it)  in  the  first  year  of  life,  as  coni- 
p.ued  w'ith  ()(S  in  the  pre\ious  year,  i 18  in  the  ^■ear  11)09.  1.45 
i()oS,  and  1 oS  in  1 007  I this  gives  an  inlantile  mortality  tor  the 
past  year  of  130-5  per  thousand  registered  births. 
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Table  g'iving’  the  births,  deaths,  infantile  deaths,  &c.,  for  each 
of  the  five  Wards  of  the  town  for  the  past  year,  (the  population  of 
each  Ward  cannot  be  added  as  the  details  of  the  census  are  not 
yet  available). 


Area 

(in 

Acres) 

I’opiila- 

tion. 

Census 

1911. 

Births 

Deaths 

Ikaths 
of  Inlants 
under 

1 year. 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhffia 

Deaths  from  i\o.o(i\o- 
Pulmonar] 'tillrations 
Tubercu-  of  Enterie 
losis  j Fever. 

Whole  Town 

isn? 

25681 

825 

410 

104 

62 

21 

! 1 

New  Town  Ward 

289 

Details 

216 

126 

28 

29 

7 

High  Town  Ward 

115 

not 

149 

80 

25 

11 

5 

1 

1 

Town  Hall  Ward 

520 

yet 

146 

74 

13 

6 

4 

Bradley  Ward  ... 

499 

known 

162 

55 

19 

8 

2 

1 

1 

Ettingshall  Ward 

444 

152 

75 

19 

8 

3 

1 

1 

Reference  to  Table  IV  shows  that  of  the  109  children  who 
died  under  one  year  of  ag'e,  32  died  in  the  first  month  of  existence, 
and  20  in  the  first  week.  No  less  than  13  died  from  premature 
birtl),  and  14  more  from  congenital  defect  ; these,  therefore,  never 
had  a chance.  24  illegitimate  children  were  born  duiingf  the  year, 
of  whom  5 died — a larg'e  and  sig'nificant  proportii'tn. 

While  the  g'eneral  death-rate  throughout  the  country  has  been 
steadily  declining'  during'  the  past  two  generations,  there  has  beeii 
no  corresponding'  diminution  in  the  mortjdit}'  of  infants  under  one 
yetir.  .As  a rule  the  greater  the  density  of  population,  especially 
when  associated  with  industrial  conditions,  the  greater  the 
mortality. 

The  causes  of  infantile  mortality  have  been  fully  discussed  in 
previous  reports,  and  are  now  generally  recognised  as  largely 
socitil  and  associated  with  the  question  of  “a  living  wage.”  The 
real  causes  are  chiefly  centred  in  two  factors — the  nature  of  the 
food  of  the  child,  and  the  income  of  the  parents,  and  therefore  the 
diet  and  nutrition  of  the  mother.  If  the  mother  is  healthy,  well-fed, 
and  comfortably  housed,  and  can,  and  does,  nourish  her  own  off- 
spring, the  chance  of  the  infant  in  the  first  year  of  life  is  iiicreased 
3 or  4 times.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  the  mother’s  milk — 
neither  “babies’  homes,”  nor  municipal  depots,  nor  sterilized 
milk  — and  it  would  indeed  be  wiser  and  moi  e economical  to  feed 
the  child  through  the  mother.  In  some  Coiitinental  cities,  such  as 
Brussels,  Paris,  and  Ghent,  this  is  done.  In  Paris,  a “Nursing 
Mothers’  Restaurant”  has  been  founded,  the  only  claim  for 
admission  to  which  is  the  carrying  of  a child.  To  assist  and 
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slrenglhen  nursing  mothers,  to  educate  tiie  poorer  classes  in  the 
wisest  means  of  spending  their  money,  and  to  co-ordinate  all 
charitable  efforts  would  prove  to  be  a genet  al  gain,  and  is  becoming 
a national  necessity. 

in  this  connection  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  tliat  the 
maternity  benefits  ol  the  Insurance  Act  will  help  mothers  to  give 
their  infants  a better  start  in  life.  'I'he  further  hope  cf  the  country 
must  be  in  the  girls  of  the  present  and  the  next  generations—  tliey 
should  be  trained  in  the  schools  in  cookery — in  that  kind  of  cook- 
ery they  wmII  need  in  their  future  homes.  — in  domestic  economy,  and 
in  the  proper  methods  of  rearing  and  (ceding  infants,  and  their 
management  generall}-.  For  instance,  such  lessons  should  teach 
them  the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  eveiwtiiing  — that  the  larder 
should  be  clean  and  well-ventilated  ; flies  prevented  from  touching 
tiny  kind  of  food  ; that  feeding  bottles  should  be  boat-shtiped.  luive 
no  tubes,  and  be  always  clean  ; that  food  should  be  given  in  definite 
c]uantities  and  at  stated  hours  ; that  teats  or  " dummies  ” are 
abominations,  (biting  a bone  ring  may  be  allowed);  that  fresh  air  is 
essential,  and  suitable  easy-fitting  clothes  important. 


The  following  is  the  report  c'tf  the  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Weller. 
" Huring  the  year  1,657  oflicial  visits  have  been  made  to  the  homes  ; 
of  these,  753  were  primary  and  904  were  further  visits  713 
infants  were  at  that  earh’  stane  beiiip'  mitui'allv  fed,  24  hand-fed. 
and  16  partially  hand-fed.  The  importance  of  regular  feeding,  bath- 
ing,  and  proper  clothing  for  the  infants,  was  emphasised;  and  also 
tlie  necessity  tor  the  mothers  to  have  suittible  diet.  Wetikly  babies 
and  cases  of  suspected  neglect  w-ere  kept  under  supervision.  .-\t 
the  second,  or  further  visits,  advice  was  given  as  to  weaning, 
suitable  foods  and  need  tor  exercising"  care  during  tlie  teething  of 
the  infants.  In  32  cases  the  children  were  still-born.  There  has 
been  a prevalence  of  infant  diarrhoea  during  the  past  summer,  often 
due  to  carelessness  in  not  protecting"  food  from  flies  ; and  also 
owing  to  the  use  of  “ dummy  teats,”  which  are  always  condemned.” 

.\s  previously  stated  Hilston  is  not,  and  never  can  be, 
a modern  town,  and  we  shall  always  suffer  for  the  short 
sightedness  aiul  false  economv,  .and  want  of  sanitarx  knowledge 
shown  b\-  an  earlier  generation.  It  is  therefore  neither  fair  nor 
leasonable  to  compare  it  with  districts  of  more  recent  g"row"th  ; yet 
on  the  whole,  progress  during  the  past  yetir-  even  if  slou"--has 
been  sat isfactoiy.  nui"ing"  the  xear  410  deaths  were  i"egistered. 
while  the  average  yearly  number  in  the  decttde  was  435.  104 

infants  under  i year  died,  being  40  less  thtin  the  average  of  the 
previous  ten  yetirs.  The  zymotic  death-r:ite  was  hetixy,  largely 
due  to  the  exceptionally  hot  summer  causing  much  diarrluva 
among  children. 
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The  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Insurance  Committees  in  Counties  and  Countv  Boroughs, 
and  gives  them — and  other  bodies — among- other  pow  ers,  authority 
(clause  63)  to  allege,  if  they  think  fit,  excessive  sickness  in  any 
district  to  be  due  to  bad  housing-,  insanitary  conditions,  or  to 
neg-Iect  on  the  part  of  sanitary  authorities,  and  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  or  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  an  en- 
quiry. The  person  holding-  such  enquiry,  if  satisfied  of  this,  will  have 
pow’er,  under  certain  conditions,  to  apportion  blame  and  to  penalise 
local  authorities  or  ow'ners  of  property  for  neg^lect,  and  to  award 
costs.  Apart  from  the  possible  contamination  of  public  water 
supplies,  and  as  a result,  the  appearance  of  an  epidemic  of  enteric 
fever,  it  seems  to  me,  wfith  our  present  knowledge,  practically  in-i- 
possible  for  such  a thing  to  be  scientifically  determitied;  and 
further,  no  method  is  known  to  me  by  w'hich  the  standard  of 
“average  of  expectation  of  sickness”  in  any  locality  can  yet  be 
reasonably  fixed.  Further,  the  decision  of  “the  competent  person” 
is  final  ! 

This  provision,  while  it  may  increase  g'eneral  interest  in  public 
health,  w’ill  bear  heavily  upon  the  older  and  poorer  districts,  w'ith 
low'  rateable  value,  stationary  population,  and  limited  financial 
means.  Friction  is  likely  to  follow  any  atiempt  to  put  it  iiito 
operation,  and  the  anxieties  and  difficulties  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  wall  be  enormously  added  to. 

The  tendency  of  legislation  in  recent  \ears  has  been,  not 
merelv  to  largely  increase  the  actual  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  but  also  to  add  greatly  to  his  responsibilities  in  many 
directions,  without  providing  for  any  commensurate  remuneration 
This  is  generally  admitted,  particularly  by  members  of  local 
authorities  and  others  wdio  have  special  knowdedge. 

For  the  last  13  years  my  salary  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  been  ;£0oo  a year,  or,  as  half  is  refunded  under  the  regulations 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  ;£.'50  only  from  the  town ; yet 
during  that  period  many  Acts  of  Parliament  and  orders  of  the  L.G 
B.  have  come  into  operation,  all  adding  greatly  to  the  duties  of 
the  officer.  Among  others. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  1900  and  1903. 

The  Public  Health  .Act’s  Amendment  Act,  1907 

The  Notification  of  Birth  Act,  1907,  (including-  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  w'ork  of  the  Health  A’isitor). 

The  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order. 

The  Notification  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  Tuberculosis  Orders  of  1908  and  1911  ; and,  above  all. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

In  addition,  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  making 
the  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  universal,  and  specially  subject  to 
the  supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  came  into  force  on 
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New  dear’s  Day.  The  Board,  it  was  shewn,  have  also  on  recent 
occasions  indicated  their  views  that  increased  remuneration  was 
justly  due  for  these  extra  duties,  and  were  prepared  to  assent 
thereto,  and  thus  allow  the  half  of  any  increase  to  be  returned 
annually  to  the  ratepayers. 

Further,  the  salary  as  Medical  Attendant  at  the  Fever  Hospital 
was  fixed,  ig  years  ago,  by  the  then  Board  of  Commissioners,  when 
the  old  Hospital,  consisted  of  two  small  cottag-es  containing-  only 
14  beds,  and  when  the  yearly  nuniber  of  patients  in  the  previous 
5 years  averaged  48,  at  ;^5o  per  annum,  to  include  the  supply  of  all 
niedicines. 

In  1905  a new  Hospital  on  another  site  was  erected,  with  26 
beds,  and  the  number  of  patients  increased  to  an  average  per  year 
of  no  less  thaii  72  for  the  5 years  following  its  opening.  The  usual 
period  of  detention  for  each  case  is  over  7 weeks;  and  in  1907  no 
fewer  than  124  were  admitted.  The  cost  of  medicines,  too,  has  in 
this  period  enormously  increased  with  other  general  charges. 

These  facts,  with  regard  to  both  offices,  were  placed  in  writing 
by  me  before  the  Council,  in  December,  in  an  application  for  an 
increase  of  salary.  This  was  postponed  for  a month  for  consider- 
ation ; and  a list  of  salaries  paid  in  similar  areas,  showing  that 
Bilston  paid  less  than  the  average,  eveii  in  neighbouring  districts 
of  Staffordshire  (such  as  Sedgley,  Coseley,  W’illenhall  and  Stafford) 
was  also  furnished  ; together  with  other  towns  where  advances 
had  recently  been  granted  for  the  increased  work.  In  January, 
after  further  discussion  in  comniittee,  the  question  was  again  post- 
poned for  a final  decision  at  the  Council  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
28th  inst. * 

•Appended  are  the  Tables  required  bv  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Home  Office,  and  the  County  Council  ; together  with 
a statement  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  giving  details  of  his  work 
since  his  appointmerit  a year  ag'o,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  During  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  we  have  had  the  help  of  an  Assistant  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
who  has  done  a good  deal  of  useful  work. 

1 ;im,  Geiitlemen, 

A'ours  faithfully. 

T.  RIDLFV  BAILFY.  M.D.,  Fdin., 

Bilston,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  16th,  igio. 

*At  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  on  this  date  the  proposal  to  grant  even  a small 
increase  was  refused. 
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Table  I. 

\’iTAL  Statistics  oe  Whole  [District  of  Bilston 

DLRING  1911  AND  I’KEVIOUS  YEARS. 


Ykar. 

\ 

Population 

estimated 

to 

Middle  of 
each  Year. 
2 

Births. 

lotal  Deaths  Kesii 

UNDtR 

One  Year  of  Aoe 
, Rate 

stered  in  District 

Deaths  at  all 
Aoes.  Total. 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 
refri.stered 
in  tlie 
District. 

9 

Deaths  of 

Residents 
resristered 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions be- 
yond the 
District. 
10 

NktDraths 

AT  ALL  AGKS 
BKLONGING 
TO  THE 

Number 

3 

Rate 
per  1000 
4 

Number 

5 

per  luovj 
Births 
refrist'd 

6 

Number 

7 

Rate 
per  loOO 
8 

Num- 

ber. 

11 

Rate 

1,000 

12 

1906 

24,000 

899 

36-8 

161 

170 

490 

20-0 

80 

570 

23-3 

1907 

24,400 

904 

08- 1 

163 

179 

455 

18-5 

59 

514 

20-9 

1908 

24,500 

882 

35-28 

145 

167 

408 

16-3 

57 

465 

18-6 

1909 

25,000 

826 

32-7 

118 

142 

427 

16-9 

64 

491 

19  4 

1910 

25,200 

830 

32-1 

98 

118 

332 

13  1 

66 

398 

15-7 

1911 

25,681 

825 

32-5 

109 

130-5 

410 

15-9 

6 

75 

479 

18-6 

Rates  in  columns  4,  8,  and  12  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 
Area  of  District  in  Acres — 1,876.  Total  popnlation  at  all  ages — 25,681. 

( Exclusive  of  A rea  covered  by  water).  (A  i Census  of  1911 ). 

Nninbei'  of  inhabited  houses — 1 Details 
Average  nnniber  of  persons  per  house — j furnished 

Institution  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  jter.sons  from  outside 
the  District — iSouth  Stall's.  Conjoint  Board  Small  I’o.x  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District : — 

(1)  ’Wolverhampton  General  Hospital. 

(2)  Union  Infirmary. 

Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District?  Xo. 

■ /ti  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings ; attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 

T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Itcalth. 


Table  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1911  and  previous  years. 
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Table 


Notifiable 

Disease. 


mg  Alenuuano' 
Crou])) 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Under 


Phthisis 


Tulierculo- 
sis  Regiila 
tioiis,  1908 
Under 


sis  Regula- 
^ tioiis,  191 1 
Ophthalmia  Neon- 
atorum 


Totals 


Cases  notified  in 
whole  District. 

Total  cases 

notified  in 
each  locality 

No.  of  Cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each 
Locality 

Total  Cases 

removed  to 

Hosiiital. 

VX 

O) 

+-> 

<1 

Under  1 Year 

1 1 to  5 Years 

1 5 to  15  Years 

15  to  25  Years 

1 25  to  45  Years 

45  to  65  Years 

65  years  & upwards! 

New  Town  Ward  i 

1 High  Town  Ward 

Town  Hall  Ward 

Bradley  Ward 

'V 

c3 

1 

& 

■ 1 

New  Town  Ward  | 

High  Town  Ward 

Town  Hall  Ward 

'P 

ci 

>“5 

0 

'V' 

Ettingshall  Ward 

16 

5 

4 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

11 

1 1 

24 

4 

3 

11 

5 

1 

2 

4 

5 

9 

4 

.07 

12 

35 

9 

1 

11 

9 

12 

3 

22 

53 
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1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

17 

1 

1 

8 

7 

6 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1.') 

4 

3 

f) 

3 

0 

3 

5 

2 

O 

O 

3 

1 

2 

136 

3 

'l7'49‘l8'S216 

1 

27 

20  27 

20I42 

1 1 

05 

Isolation  Hospital,  Mountford  Lane.  Total  available  beds,  24.  No.  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  1. 


Table  IV.  Causes  of,  and  A^es  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Deaths  at  all  ages 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined 

of  “ Residents  ” 

ages  of 

• Residents  ” 

whether 

belonging  to  local- 

occurriiw 

in 

or  beyond  the 

ities, 

whether 

District. 

occurrin 

» in  or 

be- 

yond  the  District. 

Cause  of  Death. 

. 

T3 

xi 

1 

x: 

0 

'■5 

10 

CO 

c? 

rt 

cj 

cd 

^6 

3 

U 

03 

n 

03 

03 

1-^ 

3 

5 

"d 

Ci. 

d 

0 

0 

H 

c3 

w 

j 

r; 

'cc 

to 

1 All  a 

1 

l-H 

cs 

3 

a 

rH 

3 

Vi 

10 

3 

<0 

is 

<u 

to 

i-H 

s: 

0 

H 

3 

Si 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles 

49 

/ 

16 

20 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

4 

1 

Whoojiing  Cough 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  .. 

1 

1 

Ejiidemic  Influenza 

10 

1 

2 

5 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonai’y  Tuberculosis)... 

30 

2 

4 

14 

10 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease.. . 

17 

1 

2 

9 

5 

Bronchitis 

41 

10 

f) 

1 

2 

9 

14 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

27 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

4 

Other  diseases  of  Respirators  organs 

10 

3 

4 

3 

Diarrha-a  and  Enteritis 

61 

33 

14 

6 

3 

2 

3 

A])pendicitis  and  Tvphlitis 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of  Liver) 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

12 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

Other  accidents  k diseases  of  Preg- 

3 

1 

2 

nancv  and  Parturition 

4 

1 

3 

Congenital  Debility  k Malformation, 

including  Premature  birth 

41 

41 

Violent  Death's,  excluding  Suicide  ... 

10 

1 

1 

5 

3 

67 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

130 

9 

6 

2 

5 

2 

8 

31 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

479 

109 

49 

43 

22 

11 

54 

88 

103 

30 


Tabi.e  V.  — Infantile  Mortai.ity  during  the  Year  1911. 
Deailis  IVoiii  statud  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year-  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH.  • 

i 

Or) 

0 

C/5 

C5 

p 

(M 

-3  weeks.  1 

C/5 

P 

'Tp 

otal  under 

1 month. 

(/ 

c 

CO 

o 

ZO 

9 months.  1 

cr. 

C 

I— 

otal  deaths 

der  1 year. 

p 

I-H 

CO 

r— 1 

CO 

ci 

1.  Common  Infections  Diseases. 
Jleasles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Ydiooping  Cough 

1 

2 

4 

7 

2.  Diarrlueal  Diseases. 

Diarrhma,  not  tuber’lous,  all  forms 

1 

4 

6 

20 

Enteritis,  Mnco-ent’s.  ,Gastro-ent’s. 
Gastritis,  Gasti'o-intestinal  Catarrh 

2 

4 

4 

3 

13 

3.  Tubercidous  Diseases 

' Tuherculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  r) 

2 

2 

Tabes  Mesenterica/ 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4.  M^asting  Diseases. 

Premature  birtb 

10 

1 

1 

1 

13 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 
Congeidtal  defects 

7 

3 

2 

2 

14 

5 

1 

0 

2 

28 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast  .Milk 

b.  Other  Causes. 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  ...  ...  [ 

Rickets 

ij 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous)  1 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

T 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Bi'onchitis 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

10 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

butlocation,  overlying 

Other  causes  ... 

2 

0 

7 

1 

20 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

32 

17|] 

I9’l 

1 

724  109 

1 1 

Nett  Birtlis  in  tlie  Ilegitiinate  813 
year  1011  i illegitimate  24 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  f legitimate  infants  104 
_year  1911  \illegitimate  infants  5 


Iliive  the  Counoil,  or  iiiiv  Private  Body,  provided  a I)isi)eusary  ? 1 T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY,  M.D., 

If  so,  give  j)artinular.s  j Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  I6lh,  1912. 
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By  whom  provided. 


Where  situated. 


Total  muuher  of  beds. 


How  are  patients  selected. 


Are  patients  under  the  care  of 


a resident  Medical  OIKcer. 


What  charge,  if  any,  is  made 
for  the  use  of  beds. 


Do  the  Sanitary  Authority 
use 

(1)  Their  Isolation  Hospital,  or 

(2)  Their  Smallpox  Hospital 

for  cases  of  Phthisis. 


o 

O 

o 


o 


Do  the  Sanitary  Authority 
reserve  lieils  in  any  Phthisis 
Sanatorium?  If  so,  how  many, 
and  in  what  Sanatorium? 


Do  the  Sanitary  Authority 
provide  ))ortable  Open-air 
Slielters  or 
Tents? 


Tabi.e  VI. — Urba.n  District  of  Bilsto.m.  Phthisis:  San.^toriuiVI  and  Hospital  .Accommodation. 


Tablk  VII.  Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces. 

AND  Homework. 

l.-INSPEOTIOX 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitai-y  Inspectors  or  Inspectoi-s  of  Nui.sances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Insi)ections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

25 

1 

None 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

249 

10 

None 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outwork- 
ers’ premises  included  in  Part 
3 of  this  Report) 

10 

Total  . . . 

284 

11 

None 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

15 

16 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances.. 

27 

27 

Sanitary  accommodation — 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

Not  se)>arate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act : — 

Illegal  occu])ation  of  under- 

1 

1 

ground  bakehouses  (s.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 

None 

quirements  for  bakehouses 
(s.  97  to  100)  

7 

7 

50 

50 

N umber 
of 

Prosecutions. 


None 


3.-H0ME  WORK. 


Class. 

Numher. 

Number  of 

List  of  Ouhvorkers  ; — 

Lists. 

Outworkers 

Lists  received 

7 

Residing  in 
our  District 

24 

C forwarded  to  other  Autliorities 

5 

Addresses  of  outworkers  < 

(.  received  from  ,,  ,, 

1 

Inspections  of  outworkers’ premises 

21 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1911. 

Important  classes  of  workshops,  such  as  workshop  bake- 
houses, viz. 

Dressmakers  and  jMilliners 

39 

Carpenters  and  Cabinet  Makers  ... 

18 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers 

26 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ..  

28 

Miscellaneous 

.61 

162 

Total  number  of  -workshops  on  Register 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s  3)  : 

Notified  by  H. M.  Inspector  ... 

3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

3 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101):  — 

1 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

None. 

In  use  at  end  of  the  year 

1 

T.  RIDLEY  BAILEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  i6th,  igi2. 
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Report  of  tPe  Sanitarp  Inspector. 


General  Sanitary  Work. — 3717  visits,  inspections  or  re- 
inspections have  been  made,  including'  house  to  liouse  inspection, 
the  investigation  of  complaints  and  itispections  during-  the  time 
work  was  in  prog^ress. 

Notices  served. — The  number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 
on  owners  or  occupiers  to  abate  nuisances  was  614.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  report  non-compliance  of  these  preliminary  notices  in 
108  instances,  and  as  a result  108  Statutory  Notices  were  served  ; 
of  these  latter,  87  have  been  complied  with  and  21  are  still  on  the 
books.  The  majority  of  these,  however,  are  in  hand,  and  will  be 
completed  shortly.  Two  summonses  for  non-compliance  with 
Statutory  Notices  were  issued,  and  the  results,  with  the  results  of 
other  leg-al  proceeding's,  will  be  found  tabulated  at  the  end  of  this 
Report. 

Complaints.  — 156  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to 
duringf  the  year. 

Drainage. — 30  houses,  previously  undrained,  have  been 
drained  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer.  The  smoke  test  was 
applied  to  the  drainage  and  plumber  work  of  7 houses,  and  the 
several  delects  discovered  made  good.  The  surface  channels  of 
264  houses  have  been  abolished  and  covered  drains  provided.  253 
gullies  and  198  inspection  chambers  were  fixed  in  connection  with 
the  new  drains.  37  choked  dr-dns  have  been  opened  and  cleansed 
and  the  diainage  of  25  houses,  which  was  defective,  has  been 
taken  up  and  relaid. 


Privy  and  Water  Closet  Accommodation. — Satisfactory 
progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  substitution  of 
water  closets  for  foul  and  insanitarv  privies.  It  is  now  becoming 
generally  acknowledged  that  the  privy  is  an  abomination  which 
should  not  be  tolerated  in  towns.  It  is  hoped  that  the  year  1912 
will  see  a still  greater  number  of  the  privies  abolished,  particularly 
from  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  not  possible  to  emphasise  too 
strongly  the  evils  connected  with  these  places,  and  the  hartvi  caused 
by  their  position  in  the  more  crowded  parts  of  the  town,  forming 
as  they  do,  ideal  breediiig  places  for  the  fly  pests.  During  the 
year  under  review,  403  houses  have  been  provided  with  water 
closet  accommodation. 


35 


138  Vault  privies  have  been  abolislied 
155  Midden  privies  have  been  abolished 
49  Pan  privies  have  been  abolished 
67  Ashpits  have  been  abolished 
313  Water  closets  have  been  provided 
I I I Dry  ashpits  have  been  provided 
65  Ashbins  have  been  provided 

Yards.  Sanitary  Conveniences  used  in  common.  — The 
condition  of  yatds  common  to  several  houses  is  a matter  which  re- 
quires a g^reat  deal  of  attention.  A number  of  them  are  unpaved 
and  contain  holes  forming"  lodgments  for  foul  liquids  In  yards 
common  to  a number  of  houses,  the  whole  surface  should  be 
covered  with  asphalt  or  some  other  impervious  material.  The  sur- 
tace  paving  of  the  yards  attached  to  59  houses  has  been  repaired 
and  improved. 

A special  effort  is  being  made  to  ensure  that  tenants  having 
the  use  of  common  water  closets  should  use  them  in  a legitimate 
manner,  and  keep  them  properly  cleansed.  Fosters  setting  out  the 
provisions  of  Section  21  of  the  Public  Health  Acts’  (.Amendment) 
Act,  1890,  are  provided  for  pasting  on  the  doors  of  water  closets 
common  to  two  or  more  houses,  and  in  cases  where  fouling  has 
taken  place,  notices  have  been  served  on  the  tenants  res- 
ponsible. 

Housing  I nspection.  — 1 11  April  of  this  year  the  Council 
appointed  me  as  Officer  to  make  Inspections,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  under  Sub-Section  i of  Section  17 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  .\ct,  1909,  and  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District  Regulations,  1910,  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  The  work  of  Inspection  is  being  proceeded  with,  and 
a permanent  record  of  the  conditions  and  Sanitary  .Appliances  of 
the  houses  has  been  commenced.  Reports  have  been  presented  to 
the  Council  from  time  to  time  recommending  the  closure  of  certain 
houses  unfit  for  habitation  as  follows  : 

NEW  TOWN  WARD. 


Premises  Reported  ou. 

Whether 

Closing  Order 
issued. 

Result. 

‘Back  of  No.  0,  Chapel  Street. 

1,  2,  3 & 4,  Noakes’  Buildings, 

Yes. 

Closed. 

Temple  Street 

22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32  & 34,  Free 

Yes. 

Closed. 

Street 

Yes. 

Clo.sed. 

L 2 & 3,  Court  26,  Temple  St. 

Yes. 

Closed. 

1 & 2,  Court  8,  Temple  Street. 

Yes. 

Still  Occupied 

1,  back  of  54,  Temple  Street 

1 & 2,  back  of  109,  Temple  St. 

Yes. 

Clo.sed. 

Closed  and  ])lans  and  specifica- 
tions have  been  presented  to  put 
them  into  habitable  condition. 
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HIGH  TOWN  WARG. 


Premises  Reported  on. 

Whether 
Closing  Ordei 
issued. 

Result. 

21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33, 

35,  37  & 41,  Court  15, 
Wolverhampton  Street 

Yes. 

Plans  and  specifications  are 
being  prepared  to  put  certain  of 
them  into  habitable  condition 
and  demolish  the  remainder. 

14,  Coseley  Streeet 

Yes. 

Put  into  habitable  condition. 

2 & 4,  Hospital  Street 

Yes. 

Closed. 

ETTINGSHALL  WARD 

1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  1 1 , 13  & 15, 
Ward’s  Buildings,  Wolver- 

hampton  Street 

Yes. 

Demolished. 

TOWN  HALL  WARD. 

Old  Hall  Farm,  Willenball  Rd. 

Yes. 

Closed. 

BRADLEY  WARD. 

*73,  Salop  Street 

Yes. 

Closed. 

75,  Salop  Street 

Yes. 

Put  into  partial  repair. 

•2,  4,  6.  8,  10  & 12,  Pitt's 

Buildings,  Salop  Street 

Yes. 

Closed. 

1, 3,  5,  7,  9,  Exchange  Build- 

ings,  Salop  Street  . . 

Yes. 

Closed. 

The  properties  marked  with  a * are  under  consideration  for  demolition. 


Ill  addition  to  the  above,  14  insanitary  houses  have  been  de- 
molised,  79  houses  have  had  repairs  done  to  the  plastering"  and 
brickwork,  67  houses  have  been  cleansed  and  liniewashed,  the  roofs 
ot  59  houses  have  been  made  watertight,  new  spouting  has  been 
provided,  or  existing  spouting  cleansed  or  repaired  in  102  houses. 

Overcrowding. — Overcrowding  Notices  were  served  on  the 
tenants  ot  14  liouses,  and  the  numbers  reduced.  Considerable 
difficulty  is  met  with  in  dealing  with  this  matter,  as  a large  number 
ol  the  houses  in  town  are  only  suitable  for  very  small  families. 

Public  and  Private  Urinals. — Much  cause  for  complaint 
has  been  found  to  exist  in  connection  witli  the  conveniences 
attached  to  the  public  houses,  more  particularly  with  those  which 
are  accessible  to  the  public.  .A  special  report  on  this  matter  was 
presented  to  the  Council  in  the  month  of  June,  and  steps  are  being 
taken  to  abolish  a number  ot  these  which  are  in  unsuitable  situa- 
tions. T'he  public  urinals  are  cleaned  daily. 
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Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. — There 
are  now  24  slaug-hterhouses  on  the  Reg'isler,  none  of  which  are 
subject  to  annual  licence  Ei^-ht  of  these  are  no  long'er  used  as 
slaugluerhouses,  and  before  bein^  used  for  this  purpose  again 
much  structural  alteration  will  be  required  to  make  them  in  any 
way  satisfactory. 

596  visits  have  been  made  to  slaughterhouses,  and  a consider- 
able quantity  of  meat  has  been  inspected.  15  carcases  of  beef 
were  wholly  or  partially  affected  with  tuberculosis.  One  whole 
carcase  was  destroyed,  and  in  the  remaining  cases  (the  disease 
being  localised  in  character)  only  the  parts  affected  were  dealt  with. 

I carcase  of  pork  was  foLind  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  and 
destroyed  ; i carcase  of  mutton  which  had  been  suffocated  was  also 
destroyed. 

The  approximate  quantity  of  meat  destroyed  was  as  follows  : 

Beef  diseased  or  unsound  ...  2432  lbs. 

Pork  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  1 14  lbs. 

Mutton  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  280  lbs. 

The  Butchers’  Stalls  in  the  Market  are  regularly  inspected. 
In  two  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  for 
exposing  for  sale  diseased  or  unsound  meat,  the  lesults  of  which 
will  be  found  tabulated  at  tbe  end  of  this  report.  The  meal  sold 
at  many  of  the  stalls  in  the  market  is  of  a very  poor  quality  indeed, 
so  much  so,  that  in  addition  to  the  proceedings  mentioned  I have 
found  it  necessary  to  warn  the  stallholders  on  several  occasions. 
The  various  shops  at  which  hsh,  poultry,  rabbits,  and  fruit  are  sold 
have  been  kept  under  supervision,  particularly  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  shops  in  which  fried  fish  is  sold  are  regularly  inspected. 
When  ihe  Public  Health  Act,  1907,  becomes  operative  in  this 
district,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  declaring,  according  to  the  powers  given  under  Section  51  of  that 
Act,  the  business  of  a “fish  fryer”  as  an  offensive  trade,  under 
Section  1 1 2 of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  done,  and 

Byelaws  were  adopted,  the  work  of  supervising  this  common 
article  of  diet  among  the  poor  would  be  greatly  facilitated. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.— There  are  48  names 
on  the  Register  carrying'  on  the  trade  ot  Cowkeeper.s,  Dair3’men,  or 
Purveyors  of  Milk  ; 13  being  cowkeepers  and  35  purveyors  ol  milk. 
Two  cowkeepers  have  given  up  business  during  the  year,  and  have 
been  removed  from  the  Register. 

Some  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  very  good  indeed,  but 
the  remainder  leave  a great  deal  to  be  desired.  It  seems  nearly 
impossible  for  some  of  the  cowkeepers  to  be  made  to  understand 
that  dirty  milk  is  far  worse  than  no  milk,  and  that  clean  cow's  and 
clean  sheds  are  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  production  of  clean 


milk.  It  was  necessary,  on  several  occasions,  to  draw  attention  to 
Clause  5 of  Reg'ulation  17,  relating  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  teats 
of  the  cows  and  the  hands  of  the  milkers  ; in  several  instances  it 
was  found  that  the  cowsheds  were  overcrowded,  and  notices  were 
served  on  the  keepers  calling'  attention  to  this.  One  notice  was 
served  calling'  attenticm  to  a drain  openingf  in  a cow'slied  ; six 
notices  were  served  calling'  attention  to  defective  floors  and  w^alls 
in  cowsheds,  and  24  notices  were  served  calling'  attention  to  the 
necessity  for  limewashingf. 

It  is  not  possible  to  emphasise  too  strongly  the  importance  of 
pvirity  and  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  all  things  appertaining'  to  the 
milk  supply,  and  in  this  connection  1 am  persuaded  it  would  be  of 
considerable  advantage  to  the  purity  of  the  milk  supply  if  the 
Urban  Coimcil  could  make  arrang'ements  for  a qualified  V'elerinar) 
Surg'eon  to  make  a quarterly  examination  of  the  conditioti  of  the 
milch  cows  in  the  district. 


The  milksiiups  have  beeti  reg'ulai  iy  visited.  It  is  a matter  of 
deep  concern  that  nearly  ail  the  shops  registered  as  milkshops  are 
in  reality  general  shops,  in  which  nearly  everv  commodity  required 
in  a household  is  procurable.  One  shop  even  went  so  far  as  to  in- 
clude fried  fish  among'  the  other  g'oods  sold,  but  this  department  of 
the  business  has  now  been  closed  It  has  been  quite  common  for 
lamp  oil  ti)  be  sold  in  conjunction  with  milk,  but  I have  been  able 
in  most  instances  to  prevail  on  the  shopkeepers  to  make  other 
arrangements  for  their  oil  ; 1 have  also  induced  the  general  practice 
ot  covering  the  milk-bow'Is  with  muslin.  The  time  has  surely 
arrived  when  legisl.ation  should  step  in  and  insist  that  all  milk- 
sellers  should  be  licensed  annually,  and  that  milk  should  only  be 
sold  in  conjunction  w'ith  dairy  produce. 


O'ffensive  Trades. — There  is  one  offensive  trade  carried  on 
within  the  district — that  of  Tallow  Melter.  Everything  possible  is 
done  to  prev'ent  any  nuisance,  and  the  premises  are  situate  right 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  district — a considerable  distance  from  any 
dwelling  house. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. — 74  cases  of  In- 
lectious  Disease  were  visited  and  reported  upon.  53  cases  ot 
Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  District  Isolaticm  Hospital,  and 
I I cases  ot  Diphtheria  and  'I'yphoid  Fever  were  removed  to  the 
(leneral  Hospital,  \\  olvei'hampton.  68  rooms  were  tumig'ated 
atter  removal  or  convalescence,  and  during  the  Faster  and  Christ- 
mas Holidays  all  the  public  Flementary  Schools  were  thoroughly 
sprayed  wuth  a liquid  disinfectant,  under  my  supervision. 


Canal 


:^9 

Boats  Inspection. 


Tlie  followin'?  is  the  report  of  tlie  work  done  under  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts  1877  and  1884,  and  of  the  Re<?ulations  made  thereunder 
during  the  year  1911. 

Daring  the  year  49  Boats  were  inspected.  Of  these  42  Boats 
were  found  to  he  in  a satisfactory  condition,  but  on  the  remaining 
7 were  found  9 infringements  of  the  Acts  and  -Regulations. 

On  the  49  Boats  inspected  during  the  year  there  were  54  men, 
47  women,  and  54  children. 

The  Boats  generally  were  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  in  good  con- 
dition. In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

On  all  occasions  when  inspecting  Canal  Boats,  I have  I'eceived 
every  assistance  from  the  Masters,  and  in  no  case  has  admission  been 
refused. 


Table  VIII. 

Inspkctions. 

Number  of  Boats  Inspected 

49 

Number  of  Boats  Conforming  to  the  Acts 

42 

Number  of  Boats  with  one  or  more  Infringements... 

7 

Infringements  with  regard  to: — 

Registration 

1 

Notification  of  cliange  of  Master 

None 

Absence  of  Cei’tificate  ... 

3 

Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat 

None 

Marking 

None 

Overcrowding  ... 

2 

Separation  of  Sexes 

None 

Females  over  12  improperly  occupying  ... 

None 

Cleanliness 

1 

Ventilation 

None 

Painting 

1 

Leaky  Cabins  ... 

None 

Removal  of  Bilge  water 

None 

Without  Pumps 

None 

Refmsal  of  admittance  to  Inspector 

None 

No  2>i'oper  water  vessel 

1 

Without  double  bulkhead  (with  offensive  cargo)  ... 

None 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 

None 

I'otal  Infringements  met  with 

9 

Total  Infringements  remedied 

7 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  4 Common  Lodg- 
ing Houses  on  the  Register,  all  of  which  are  regularly  inspected. 
Huring'  the  year  the  foul  privies  attached  to  two  of  them  have  been 
abolished,  and  water  closets  substituted  in  place  thereof.  Other 
sanitary  improvements  have  been  effected  under  notice  from  this 
department. 

Bakehouses. — The  bakehouses  are  regularly  visited  ; white- 
washing is  carried  out  systematically  in  accordance  with  Statutory 
obligations  of  the  occupiers.  It  was.  however,  necessary  on 
several  occasions  where  the  work  was  in  arrear  to  serve  notices 
pointing  this  out.  One  notice  was  received  from  fi.  M.  Inspector 
of  F'actories  relating  to  the  dirty  condition  of  ihe  ceiling  of  an 
undergTound  bakehouse,  and  this  received  immediate  attention 

WALTER  G.  F.  KINGSTON. 

j-lssor.  Roy.  San.  Inst.,  iMeniber  .San. 

Ins.  Assoc.,  Member  Incor.  San. 

Assoc.,  Scot. 

Ja)iuary  31st,  1(312.  Sanit.-vry  Inspector. 


Table  IX. — Sanitary  Inspector’s  Summary. 


Miscellaneous  inspections,  including  comnaou  yards  and 
houses  inspected  after  complaints  . . 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses 

Visits  to  Dairies.  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops 

Visits  to  Fishmongers’,  etc.,  Shops 

Visits  to  Bakehouses,  etc. 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses 
Visits  to  Fat  Melting  Works,  etc. 

Visits  to  Market 

Number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  investigated  . . 

Re-inspecdons 

Insj/ections  of  Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

Sundry  Visits 

Total 


Number  of  Preliminar}'  Notices  served  . . 614 

,,  ,,  Statutory  Notices  served  ..  ..  168 

,,  ,,  Legal  Proceedings  taken  ..  4 

,,  ,,  Letters  written  to  Owners  re  nuisances  300 

,.  .,  Notices  served  under  Canal  Boats  Acts  i 

,,  ,,  Rooms  disinfected  ..  68 

,,  ,,  Reports  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious 

disease  . . . . . . 06 

,,  ,,  Drains  tested  ..  ..  ..  7 


3717 

596 

321 

1394 

695 

166 

40 

6 

132 

49 

74 

61 

33 

948 


82.32 


41 

Nuisances  Abated  and  Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 


Filthy  Houses  cleaned  and  liniewashed 

Houses  ill  which  repairs  to  iilasterinsj,  brickwork,  or  woodwork 
have  been  executed 
Flooded  cellars  drained  or  filled  in 

Houses  without  sufficient  means  of  ventilation,  means  of  ventilation 
provided 

Defective  roofs  made  watertight 

Houses  without  eave spouting,  choked  or  defective  spouting;  new 
spouting  provided  or  existing,  cleaned  and  lepaired 
Damp  external  walls;  brickwork  repaired  or  covered  with  impervious 
material 

Dangerous  cliimneys  repaired 
Houses  overcrowded— numbers  reduced 
Houses  unfit  for  habitation  demolished 
Houses  unfit  for  habitation  closed 
f^urface  of  jiaving  in  yards  provided  or  repaired 
Dangerous  wells  or  cisterns  filled  in  and  repaired,  or  suitable  covers 
provided 

New  earthenware  sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  old  brick  sinks 
Filthy  and  dilapidated  outbuildings  cleansed  and  repaired 
Absence  of,  or  insufficient  drainage;  premises  drained  or  connected 
to  sewer 

Surface  channels  abolished,  and  stoneware  drains  provided 

Defective  drainage  relaid  or  repaired 

Number  of  Manhole  inspection  chambers  provided 

Additional  gullies  fixed 

Choked  drains  opened  and  cleansed 

Foul  cesspools  cleansed  or  abolished 

Middens  abolished 

Vault  Privies  abolished 

Pan  Privies  abolished 

Dry  ashpits  abolished  and  dustbins  substituted 

Water  closets  with  flush  cisterns  substituted  for  privies  . . 

Additional  ashbins  provided 

Middens  abolished  and  converted  into  dry  ashpits  , . _ . . 

Choked  water  closets  opened  and  cleaned 
Defective  water  closets,  connections  made  good 
Foul  and  insanitary  water  closets  abolished  and  wash-down  closets 
substituted 

Nirisances  from  keeping  of  Swine  abated 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  Dogs  abated 

Nuisances  from  keejiing  of  FMwls  and  Poultry  abated 

Manure  pits  provided  or  repaired 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 

Filthy  approaches  to  privies  cleansed  by  occupiers 

Foul  urinals  cleansed  or  removed 

New  urinals  provided  to  refreshment  houses 

Foul  accumulations  removed 

Cowsheds  cleaned  and  limewashed 

Cowshed  floors  cleaned  and  repaired 

Drain  openings  removed  from  Cowsheds 

Improper  storage  of  milk 

Offal  tins  with  tight  fitting  covers  provided  for  Slaughter-houses  , . 
Slaughter-house  floors  taken  up  and  relaid 
Slaughter-house  walls  limewashed 


67 

71) 


6 

59 

102 

16 

25 

14 

22 

41 

59 


86 

87 

30 

246 

25 

198 

253 

37 

6 

1 55 
138 
49 
67 
313 
65 
111 
17 
11 


9 

1 

14 

4 

2 

26 

10 

4 

3 
24 

6 

2 

4 
2 
1 
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Result  of  I.egal  Proceedings. 


Situation 

ol' 

Preniisos. 

Nature  of 

Coniplaiiit. 

Act  under  which 

Proceedings  were 

taken. 

Result. 

Stall  29, 

Market  House 

Flx])osin<'  for  Sale 

unsound  meat 

Public  Health  Act 
187;.. 

(Section  116). 

Ilefendant  lined  £2. 
k costs  £2  2s.  4d. 
Total— £4  2.S.  4d. 

Stall  29, 

Market  House 

E.xposing  for  Sale 

diseased  meat 

Public  Health  Act 
1875. 

(Section  116). 

Defendant  lined  £5, 
k costs  £2  13s.  6d. 
Total — £7  13s.  6d. 

26,  28  & 30; 

Will’hall  Rd. 

Defective  yard  pav- 
ing and  wash-house 
lloor ; defective 
quany  siuk  without 
waste  pi]>e, 
defective  drainage. 

Public  Health  Act 

1875. 

(Section  94). 

Summons  with- 
drawti  on  Defendant 
undertaking  to  do 
the  work  in  28  days, 
and  to  pay  costs 

4s.  6(1. 

78, 

Dudley  St. 

Foul  slab  sink. 

Foul  open  diaiiiage. 

Public  Health  Act 
1875. 

(Section  94). 

Defendant  oidered 
to  do  the  work 
within  28  days,  and 
to  pay  costs 

11s.  6d. 

